                                                               Contact: Jane Cartmill (SDAA) (619)977-7056

                                                                          Michael Budkie (SAEN) (513)575-5517 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 24, 2008
Salk Institute Conceals Suffering in Fraudulent USDA Report

Scientists concur: pain and distress misrepresented
San Diego, CA…National and local animal rights organizations are calling for sanctions  against the Salk Institute for Biological Studies for failing to report accurately pain and distress levels experienced by primates in the Salk laboratories.
San Diego Animal Advocates (SDAA) and the national watchdog group Stop Animal Exploitation Now! (SAEN) reveal that Salk’s Annual Report wrongly listed zero primates as experiencing unrelieved pain and distress in experiments and surgery.

“We have acquired abstracts from Salk researchers’ protocols that clearly demonstrate  the primates, our closest living relatives, do experience unrelieved pain and distress,” said Jane Cartmill, vice president of San Diego Animal Advocates.

Recently obtained documents reveal that holes are cut into primates’ skulls, their heads are literally cemented into restraining devices, and wire coils are surgically implanted into their eyes.  The primates are strapped into restraint chairs and deprived of water for extended periods of time.  “They are kept so thirsty that a few drops of juice constitute a substantial ‘reward’ for cooperation with the brain/vision experiments,” Cartmill said, noting that the experiments go on for years at a time.
Salk is required by law to report on the pain and distress levels endured by the animals used in experimentation.  “These experiments clearly involve unrelieved pain and distress. Salk is lying to the taxpaying public and to the USDA,” Cartmill said.

“We are releasing today opinions from prestigious experts in science and laboratory animal research that corroborate our assertion that Salk is hiding the true nature of these experiments,” said Michael Budkie of SAEN.  Salk researchers Thomas Albright, John Reynolds and Richard Krauzlis were identified by SAEN as conducting the experiments in question.
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Statements have been provided by:
-Ned Buyukmihci, VMD, Emeritus Professor of Veterinary Medicine, U.C. Davis

-Nicholas Dodman, Professor and Director of the Animal Behavior Clinic, 

      Tufts Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine

-Bernard Rollin, Ph.D., Bioethicist and Professor of Philosophy, Animal Sciences and

      Biomedical Studies, Colorado State University

-Andrew Knight, Bsc, BVMS, Director of Animal Consultants International, London

-Mark Bekoff, Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Colorado

      and co-founder with Jane Goodall of Ethologist for the Ethical Treatment of Animals

April 20-26 is recognized in the humane community as World Laboratory Animal Liberation Week, during which media events exposing laboratory animal experiments are planned in 50 U.S. cities spread through 27 states, as well as international events in England, France, Israel and South Africa.

                                                                       -30-

